Christiane Holzheid

Three yellow shirts and a pink one

“Language derives meaning from difference: the word apple is insignificant and arbitrary as an individual unit; only because it is unique vis-à-vis the word pear and every other word can it be meaningful for human interaction), Lévi-Strauss demonstrated how myths function like Saussure's theory of language. No individual part of a myth has meaning in isolation; it acquires significance only in its relationship to the other elements in the myth's structure.”

Objects are always viewed in the context of their surrounding. Its relation can not only change or shift the perception of size, but also its meaning or function. The importance of the context gets very obvious as soon as you take something out of its familiar place. For example to see an umbrella moving outside when it is rainy or even very sunny is nothing special to us. However, to see an umbrella up side down hanging from a ceiling functioning as a vase or even an aquarium will certainly attract our interest. 

This kind of effect is used all over the place, especially in the advertising business. But lets go back to the umbrella used as an aquarium for a second. Obviously seeing this would be contradictory information for us. We would probably compare its new function to its familiar values and laugh about it. However, maybe some viewer’s cognition shifts or activates by viewing this object out of its ordinary place – they are interested in an “umbrella-aquarium” too and so suddenly this whole scenario changes its meaning, as it’s importance-value shifts - “umbrella-aquarium” are trendy. 
We use language to make nomenclature for things. Why is a yellow called “yellow” and not a pink? It is arbitrary. However, this is how our cognition connects with and associates with our imagination and perception. You perceive one yellow shirt in one way, while 3 yellow shirts next to each other in a different way; add one pink shirt to this equation and your perception changes again. Perceiving something in a group is different to seeing it isolated. Maybe even intensified in a certain way, as it more likely stands out. These cognitions lead to trends and social agreement. 

For example the 80’s, wide shoulder were the hit; no leaving the house without a jacket; the tailor look was dominant. Everyone was wearing it.  In no time wide shoulders were the trend. What was new and rather rare is suddenly all over and common. There are to possible ways why trends arise as fast as they disappear again. 

1. Since everyone was wearing shoulder pads they were no longer attractive, and by the 90’s “out of fashion” everyone adapts and there is no longer anomaly. People get bored and with ennui come new ideas, change, as well as difference.  And the whole cycle starts again. But what happens to the “shoulder pads”, like an unclear thing at the edge of a single memory. It is like it falls asleep and no one knows if it will ever return. 

2. Maybe the whole change from “wide shoulders” to “narrow shoulders” is due to one person’s perspective rather to a whole crowed getting bored. Today the 80’s are back. In a way it is arbitrary. Maybe not, maybe this is actually some kind of pattern. Is it nostalgia?

This phenomenon of difference does not only hover cultures but is indeed visible in a single person’s achievements and goals. Or better individuals are being affected in larger scales. Yoga is the trend exercise right now. In the 90’s tennis was big and no day passed by without aerobics in the 80’s. 

“Some “things” emerges from the ground, while formerly prominent figures sink back in to amorphous periphery.”

In the 1950th everyone was on bicycles until the evolution of the car. Today everyone goes back to bicycles. Is that nostalgia too, or simply a trend concerning personal fitness, sparing the environment and gas prices? I suppose both in a way. Maybe bicycling has some social aspect to it that the car is missing. 

There used to be one stationed telephone in the house. Well if you go back even further there was one connection, the reception, in a village. Then as technology evolved connections were all over the place and telephones multiplied per household and now they are mobile and one phone per person – interesting how difference will direct this trend in the future. 

I remember when I was little the weekends especially Sunday was the family day. The family as a whole created the activities together. Today it is more like leisure time is being organized for you and there is no real time of creating it together. 

There was one record player in our living room and a TV, way later we added a   video recorder. By the time I left for collage, the record player went out of fashion, the TV screens got bigger and CDs/DVDs “killed the video star”. Now the record player is a very precious thing to own, videos are nostalgia because they are really hard to watch for most of the time, TV screens are still growing and getting thinner, CD’s/DVD’s turn into pod cast and live streaming media. 
Nowadays with globalization, 24 hour none stop communication possibilities and networking, and everything moving and shifting faster, trends do the same thing. This is especially true on a global note, as information is exchanged in such easy manners and differences are being watched and experienced between multi cultural societies all over the world. There is an ongoing borrowing and lending of experiences, mixing perceptions, and “ in its relationship to the other elements.”

"However, we need to remember that difference is important for us to be able to value and judge certain things. Only by being capable of perceiving relationships between context and objects verses meaning and function are we capable of shifting the common, the familiar out of its context and creating innovations.
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